
The Parish News 
November 2023 

 

A PRIORS MARSTON CONCERT WITH THE 

OXFORD WELSH MALE VOICE CHOIR 

              

 IN ST LEONARD’S CHURCH 

7:30 pm Saturday 25th November 

Tickets £15 

From welshchoir.priorsmarston@gmail.com 

Refreshments Available By Donation 

All Proceeds for the Church Building Fund 

 
 
 
 

Wormleighton * Priors Marston * Priors Hardwick  

mailto:welshchoir.priorsmarston@gmail.com
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PRIORS HARDWICK WITH PRIORS MARSTON AND WORMLEIGHTON 

part of The Bridges Group of Parishes  www.thebridgesgroup.org.uk 

 

GROUP ADMINISTRATOR: 
 Susan Holloway 01926 812383 admin@thebridgesgroup.org.uk 

 

LOCAL CONTACTS: 
Priors Marston: 
 Malcolm Monkhouse 01327 260915 / 07855 855063 
   malcolm-asserity@hotmail.co.uk 
 Peter Jackson 01327 260169 jackson.holly@btinternet.com 
Priors Hardwick: 
 Margaret Clarke 01327 262233 margaret@latopus.com 
  (Licensed by the Bishop of Coventry for Funeral Ministry) 
 Christopher Hodgson 01327 261941 cjhodgson@btconnect.com 
Wormleighton: 
 Sam Burton  wormleightonhall@btinternet.com 

 Sheilah Klegerman 01295 770517 sheilahkleg@gmail.com 
 

 

 

PARISH COUNCIL:  http://www.priorsmarston.org/parish-council/ 

THE PRIORS HALL:  Barbara Harvey  01327 260709 info.thepriorshall@gmail.com 
(Bookings) 

PRIORS SCHOOL:  http://www.thepriorsschool.co.uk/ 

ST.LAWRENCE SCHOOL:  http://www.stlawrenceprimaryschool.co.uk/ 

WOMENS INSTITUTE: Jane Cowan 07979 550202 
 Fiona Spencer 01327 263423 

FILM NIGHT:  Lee Robinson  01327 263268 priorscinema@gmail.com 

SPORTS CLUB:  Elton James priorssports@gmail.com 

TENNIS CLUB:  priorstennis@yahoo.co.uk  

http://www.thebridgesgroup.org.uk/
mailto:admin@thebridgesgroup.org.uk
mailto:malcolm-asserity@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:jackson.holly@btinternet.com
mailto:margaret@latopus.com
mailto:cjhodgson@btconnect.com
mailto:wormleightonhall@btinternet.com
mailto:sheilahkleg@gmail.com
http://www.priorsmarston.org/parish-council/
mailto:info.thepriorshall@gmail.com
http://www.thepriorsschool.co.uk/
http://www.stlawrenceprimaryschool.co.uk/
mailto:priorscinema@gmail.com
mailto:priorssports@gmail.com
mailto:priorstennis@yahoo.co.uk


3 

 

PARISH NEWS DEADLINES:  Helen Menezes    01327 261222  hlnmnzs@gmail.com  Hillside 

House, Keys Lane, Priors Marston, Southam, CV47 7SA.  Deadline for inclusion, 15th of the 

month before (except for January and August magazines, which are combined with the 

December and July issues respectively). 

 

 

PARISH NEWS PDF:  You can read the Parish News in PDF format, by sending a request to 

the editor – hlnmnzs@gmail.com.  You can also read the latest edition on the Priors 

Marston Parish Council website http://www.priorsmarston.org 

 

 

Disclaimer:  Please note that views expressed in articles in The Parish News are the 

views of the authors. 

 

* * * * * * * * 
 

PARISH NEWS DONATIONS 

 

If you wish to contribute to the cost of printing the Parish News, bank details are as 

follows:- 

 
Account name:  Priors Marston PCC, Sort code 30-98-97, Ac. No.80353963. 

Please reference your donation as ‘Parish News’. 

 

Many thanks to all the volunteers who contribute, proof-read, collect and deliver the 

magazines. 

* * * * * * * * 

 

PRIORS HARDWICK WEBSITE 

You can keep up-to-date with what’s going on in and around Priors Hardwick here:- 

http://www.priorshardwick.org.uk 

 
  

mailto:hlnmnzs@gmail.com
mailto:hlnmnzs@gmail.com
http://www.priorsmarston.org/
http://www.priorshardwick.org.uk/
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POPPY APPEAL 2023 
 

PRIORS HARDWICK 
 

There will be limited House to House collections this year, and the opportunity to 
donate to this appeal will also be available at the October / November church 
services or from your usual volunteers:  either Isobel Davies or Mark Suddens. 
 
Arrangements have been made for the ordering of wreaths, so they are available 
for the November Act of Remembrance. 
 
Should you require a wooden cross for the grave of a relative, please contact 
Isobel or Mark. 
 
The Poppy Appeal Campaign runs from October 23rd to November 11th. 
 

PRIORS MARSTON 
 

This year there will be poppies available, during their respective business opening 
hours, at The Holly Bush and at Lacey’s Hairdressing salon. 
 
Margaret Ingman, Honorary Poppy Appeal Organiser, Napton & District 

 

NEW TERM, NEW CLASSES AT LOVE BALLET STUDIOS 

 

Boogie & Bounce, Fridays, 9.30 - 10.30 am.  18 months - 4 years, plus parents and carers.  

Dance, twirl, sing and move to upbeat songs with lots of props. 

 

Commercial & Heels, Fridays, 7.15 - 8.30 pm.  New adult class.  No experience required, lots 

of fun.  Heels optional. 

 

Line Dancing, Fridays, 10.30 - 11.30 am.  A great way to socialize and improve fitness, whilst 

having lots of fun. 

 

Look at https://www.loveballet.co.uk/locations/southam/ for a full timetable and more 

information. 

 

Love Ballet Studios, Insight Park, Welsh Road East, Southam CV47 1NE.  07921 853773.  

lorraine@loveballet.co.uk. 

 

  

https://www.loveballet.co.uk/locations/southam/
mailto:lorraine@loveballet.co.uk
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WORMLEIGHTON NEWS 

 

Greetings from Wormleighton.  We had a lovely service for Harvest Festival on 

Sunday 24th September conducted by our dear Peter Jackson, ably supported by 

Margaret Clarke and her music machine.  We were also privileged to have visitors 

from our local Parishes of Priors Hardwick and  Priors Marston.  We had Harvest 

Cake and Coffee and jolly conversation; (a certain gentleman was a little peeved, 

as there was very little cake left to take home! ) 

The following Sunday, a Harvest Lunch was held in the Church for 20 people.  A 

superb Beef Casserole with vegetables, prepared by Jacky Turrell and many 

thanks to her family, who helped with the arrangements and organisation and also 

the excellent cooks in the village who contributed a delightful selection of 

desserts. 

Many thanks also to Sam and Nicola Burton, for instigating the event and 

organising the setting-up of tables and chairs in the Church chancel.  Also, to Anni 

Robinson, for the lovely table decorations and other Harvest Decorations. 

Looking forward to our December 20th Young Farmers Carol Service, which has 

been held for more than 50 years, give or take a few interruptions - War and 

Covid.  Margaret has very kindly offered to lead the service.  Mince pies and 

mulled wine will be served and with our new heating system, you are guaranteed 

a warm bottom! 

Please put it in your diary now. 
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A PRIORS MARSTON CONCERT WITH THE 

OXFORD WELSH MALE VOICE CHOIR 
 

              

 

 IN ST LEONARD’S CHURCH 

7:30 pm Saturday 25th November 

(Doors Open 7pm) 

Tickets £15 

From welshchoir.priorsmarston@gmail.com 

Refreshments Available By Donation 

 

All Proceeds for the Church Building Fund 

  

mailto:welshchoir.priorsmarston@gmail.com
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Friday 17 November 

 

Save the Cinema 

 

British drama based on the true story of Liz Evans, a hairdresser and 

leader of a youth theatre in Carmarthen, who began a campaign in 

1993 to save the Lyric Cinema from closure. 

Can a letter to Hollywood stop the cinema from being demolished? 

 

 

Cast includes: Samantha Morton, Tom Felton, Jonathan Pryce, and Susan 

Wokoma. 

 

Year of Release: 2022   Certificate 12   Running Time: 1 hr 25 mins 

 

Doors Open at 7:00pm  Film Starts at 7:30pm 

 

• Free tea, coffee and biscuits are served in the interval. 

• There is no charge for admission, but there is a collection box for voluntary 
donations towards our costs. 

• Please feel free to bring your own refreshments and a cushion to make for a 
more comfortable viewing experience. 

• If you have any questions or wish to join our mailing list, contact The Priors 
Cinema Team at: priorscinema@gmail.com 

• You can also call Lee Robinson Tel: 01327 263268 
  

Film Night at 

The Priors Hall 

mailto:priorscinema@gmail.com
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PRIORS MARSTON & HARDWICK WI 

 

 

Wednesday 15th November 2023 

7.30p.m. 
 

 

Venue: The Priors Hall, Priors Marston 

 
 

Meeting: Eddie Smallwood 

Eddie will be telling us about role of the barber surgeon in the 

War of the Roses. 

------------------------------------------- 

 

At our September meeting, David Moylan, who has plied his 

trade at Warwick Castle for many years, entertained us with 

his singing, jokes & comedy.  Some we had certainly heard 

before, but David was a great performer and a great evening 

was had by all. 

 

 

 

Visitors and new members are always very welcome. Come & 

see what happens in your local WI. 

 

Contact: Jane Cowen 07979 550202 

 Fiona Spencer 01327 263423 
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Coffee and Chat 
Everybody is welcome! 

 

The Priors Hall, Priors Marston 

Thursday 2nd November 
10am – 11.30am 

 

 

Looking forward to seeing you! 

PLEASE bring an item for the 

foodbank! 

 

* * * 
 

Festive Coffee Morning - Thursday 

7th December – details to follow  
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Harvest Festival 
 

On Monday 16th October, we celebrated our Harvest Festival in St Leonard’s 
Church.  The children sang beautifully and it was wonderful to hear that the 
cauliflowers are still fluffy and everything is still bright and beautiful!  We 
would like to thank everyone for their very generous donations, these have 
been taken to the Woodford Halse Foodbank and Community Larder. 
 
 

Thank you 
 
We would like to thank the Priors Education Trust for a kind donation to allow 
us to buy a whole new set of Monster Phonics for the Reception children in the 
Robins Class.  We have almost doubled the number of children in Reception 
this year in comparison to last year and really needed more books. 
 
The PTA have also supported us by paying for Mr Hudson to continue to offer 
curriculum music lessons to Starlings, Kingfishers and Owls across the year and 
to lead an after-school club.  They have also supported us to buy a new set of 
Monster Phonics books for our Preschool children, and have paid for an 
author, Ruth Quayle, to visit the school in March 2024. 
 
Without this support, we would not be able to continue to offer the same 
experiences and activities for the children and we are very grateful for this. 
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Our new class logos 
 
Following our decision to rename our classes, we have now revealed the logos 
for each class and our wonderful ‘Nest’ for Wraparound Care. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Our Christmas Plans 
 

Monday 18th December 9.30am - Robins Nativity Performance 
Monday 18th December 2pm - Starlings Nativity Performance 
Tuesday 19th December Robins & Starlings Theatre Trip – The Gruffalo at 

Warwick Arts Centre 
Tuesday 19th December Kingfishers & Owls Theatre Trip – Box of Delights at 

the RSC 
Wednesday 20th December School Christmas Lunch, Christmas Jumper Day and 

Special Guest! 
Wednesday 20th December 6.30pm - Kingfishers & Owls Carol Concert in the 

Playground – whole community invited! 
Friday 22nd December 12pm - Christmas Church Service at St Leonard’s 

Church 
Friday 22nd December 1pm – End of Term 
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FROM YOUR DISTRICT COUNCILLORS FOR BISHOP’S ITCHINGTON, FENNY 

COMPTON AND NAPTON WARD 

PLANNING 

Since the elections in May, the new administration has been looking at various 
aspects of this important activity at the District Council.  We have asked for an 
over-arching review of planning, which has just started.  This will be 
supported by external funding, which the Council has obtained.  Stratford 
District receives a relatively high number of planning applications and work is 
also continuing on the planning policy framework, which governs how 
planning decisions are taken. 

At a recent training event, it was said that, up and down the country, many 
people complain about planning decisions being illogical (other words are 
sometimes used!)  The important message to get across is that it is policy 
‘rules’ that decide things, although that can be a matter of difficult judgement 
sometimes. 

Work is continuing jointly with Warwick District on a new main policy 
document – the local plan – due to come into full force late 2026, but we are 
in the hands of central government, whether that will stand or be interfered 
with in some way. 

The Council is working through the delayed recommendations of the working 
group from 2022 and is implementing measures to improve the management 
of ‘custom and self-build’ planning applications.  Some of these schemes have 
proved to be contentious with a few larger sites coming forward claiming 
exemptions to policies that would have prevented ‘normal’ housing 
developments. 

A ‘Statement of Community Involvement’ is a current consultation and your 
views are important to the new administration.  Some elements of how the 
council receives planning feedback are out of date, mainly as practice was 
amended to suit the pandemic period, but you may wish to comment on any 
other aspect of how communities can input to the planning process, both 
policy and applications: The closing date is Friday 3 November. 

 Statement of Community Involvement | Stratford-on-Avon District Council 

https://www.stratford.gov.uk/planning-building/statement-of-community-involvement.cfm
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COMMUNITY SAFETY 

Police Constable Donna Parry of Southam Safer Neighbourhood Team has 

returned to work full time and continues to work with her team based at 

Southam Police Station. 

Nigel met on site with the Police this month and discussed the potential for 

improving speeding problems in Napton - Poplar Road and the main A425.  

The Police also attended Priors Marston Parish Council for a discussion with 

residents on speeding.  These are difficult problems, with no easy solution, 

either for the County Council or Police, as in reality it is a small portion of 

offenders that cause significant issues. 

Natalie attended the Warwickshire Police and Crime Panel meeting on 21 

September, as the representative for Stratford District Council.  During the 

meeting, the Commissioner emphasised the importance of residents reporting 

crime to 101 as it assists the Police in directing their resources. 

ROAD CLOSURES & ROAD WORKS 

It is hardly news that road closures continue, but the last month has seen 

quite concentrated activity, especially going east towards Rugby and 

Northamptonshire with closures on both sides of the county boundary and on 

the Dunchurch road.  These have been due to HS2, Severn Trent, Highways, 

and Fibre Broadband works.  I have just had notice of more Severn Trent 

Works in Napton.  HS2 closures between Boddington and Wormleighton will 

be with us for a long while. 

On the internet  https://one.network/ should give the details of all disruption 

regardless of operators or cause. 

 

Cllr Natalie Gist  Natalie.Gist@stratford-dc.gov.uk 

Cllr Nigel Rock  Nigel.Rock@stratford-dc.gov.uk  

https://one.network/
mailto:Natalie.Gist@stratford-dc.gov.uk
mailto:Nigel.Rock@stratford-dc.gov.uk
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The Bridges Group Church Services 

November 2023 

 BCP = Book of Common Prayer   CW = Common Worship 

 

 

Wednesday 1st November   7.00pm  Forest Church in the Churchyard at Napton 

Friday 3rd November   5.00-8.00pm  'Night of Our Light' Napton Churchyard 

  

THE  

BRIDGES 

GROUP 

5th November 

All Saints 

White 

12th November 

REMEMBRANCE 

Red 

 19th November 

2nd Before Advent 

Red 

26th November 

Christ the King 

Red 

PRIORS 

HARDWICK 

Morning 

Worship 

9.00am 

War Memorial 

9.00am 

Evensong  

5.00pm 

BCP Holy 

Communion 

9.00am 

 

PRIORS 

MARSTON 

Morning 

Worship 

10.30am 

Three Villages 

War Memorial 

Service 

10.45am 

Morning 

Worship 

10.30am 

“4th Sunday” 

3.00pm 

WORMLEIGHTON  War Memorial 

Service 

10.45am 

 Morning 

Worship  

10.30am 

NAPTON CW Holy 

Communion 

10.30am 

Remembrance  

Service 

In the church 

10.45am 

CW Holy 

Communion 

10.30am 

Evensong 

5.00pm 

STOCKTON Morning 

Worship 

10.30am 

War Memorial 

Service 

10.45am 

MESSY CHURCH 

STOCKTON 

4.00pm 

Holy 

Communion 

10.30am 

LOWER 

SHUCKBURGH 

 War Memorial 

Service 

10.45am 

 BCP 

Holy 

Communion 

9.00am 
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ST. LEONARD’S CHURCH, PRIORS MARSTON Flower Rota 
 
Please contact Kate Morgan on 260617 if you would like to help with 
flowers. 

 5th/12th November Diana Hazlewood 
 19th/26th November Lydia Hatton 

  
If you would like to help with cleaning, we meet on the first Saturday of every 

month at 10.00am in St Leonard’s, to clean the church, enjoy coffee, biscuits and a 
chat! 

ST. MARY’S CHURCH, PRIORS HARDWICK  Cleaning/Flower Rota 
5th November Elaine Hacker/Elaine Hacker 
12th/19th November Angela Darbishire/Joy Redfern 
26th November/3rd December Ann Ukleja/Advent 

 
 

 

 

PRIORS MARSTON PARISH COUNCIL 

VILLAGE COMMUNICATION 

If you would like to be added to the village email list, to keep up to date with village 

news, or are new to Priors Marston and would like a copy of the Parish Plan, please email 

the Clerk, emma@priorsmarston.org 

The Parish Council also has a Facebook page - please find us @Priors Marston parish 

council. 

www.priorsmarston.org 

   priorsmarstonparishcouncil 

  

mailto:emma@priorsmarston.org
http://www.priorsmarston.org/
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FROM THE CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN 
 

The Interregnum 
Sadly, I have no news of progress to report.  We shall be advertising for two House for 
Duty Priests, but the large number of documents we’ve had to supply to the diocese are 
still being examined by various officers. 
However, the Very Good News is that, as I write, our new visiting priest will be with us 
this coming Sunday (15th October) and then each month on the 3rd Sunday of the month 
for as long as we need him.  He’s called Rev David Herbert and he’s already been much 
appreciated by the congregation at Lower Shuckburgh. 
It’s interesting to note that, because Churches in the C of E all have the privilege of 
choosing the particular hymn book they prefer (and there are a great many!), it’s up to 
the churches themselves to choose the hymns for each service.  We usually like the 
hymns to reflect the message of the sermon, based a passage from the Bible (and most 
churches follow the prescribed advice on this), but even so, this can be a difficult choice.  
The main thing is of course to choose what the congregation know and can sing! 
 
Harvest Festival 
There were certainly hymns we know and can sing at the Harvest Festival service on 8th 
October!  Over 50 people, including nine children, attended a service full of variety and 
interest.  In all, over twenty people took part.  One message received the following day 
included the following comments: 
“Just wonderful to see the community, and indeed the farming community, come 
together.  The harvest festival is important on so many levels, religious, social and 
community.  Bringing the community together is a wonderful thing.” 
So, huge thanks to all whose help enabled us to achieve such an enjoyable and rewarding 
evening, from the basic organisers, those who provided the wonderful floral 
arrangements, all those who took part in the service in a number of different ways, those 
who prepared and served the refreshments and those who took home the washing up!!!  
And of course, our ‘resident’ group of Handbell Ringers. 
The collection amounted to almost £200 and when the total has been finalised, one half 
of this will be sent to the Royal Agricultural Benevolent Institution. 
The ‘dry’ food from the service will, by the time you read this, all have been taken to the 
Food Bank.  We’ve learnt that it is best, at this time of year, to take the food in small 
quantities as we are not the only church having Harvest Festival AND taking the food to 
the Food Bank!  On 9th October, so much food was received that storage space had to be 
temporarily ‘borrowed’ from elsewhere! 
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Remembrance Sunday - 12th November 
We shall gather at the War Memorial at 9.00am for the traditional service in which we 
remember the Fallen from our village in both World Wars.  We shall lay our wreath and 
observe a two minutes’ silence during the service.  We invite all residents of the village to 
join us.  Refreshments will be served after the service and we shall continue the theme at 
5.00pm at Evensong. 
Poppies will be available in the church on Sunday 5th November and a collection will be 
made round the village from 23rd October. 
 
The Radbourne Reburials 
As you may know, during excavations for the new railway line, HS2 contractors 
discovered a medieval settlement in the Radbourne area including a church and 
graveyard.  They managed to avoid disturbing the remains of the church itself and many 
of the graves, but a total of 25 could not be avoided.  These have all been exhumed and 
will be undergoing scientific tests for up to 5 years; but the question of where they 
should be reburied marks us out as the nearest and most relevant church.  Thus, two 
adjacent plots are being reserved immediately adjacent to the north wall of the Chancel, 
and a wedge-shaped plaque with appropriate wording will be placed with them.  This 
application has been complicated and lengthy, involving the diocese and ourselves as 
well as HS2, who will be paying the cost. 
So don’t expect any movement for a long time yet, but many thanks to Christopher who 
has master-minded this matter with immense patience and perseverance! 
 
Donations in the Phone Box 
This year some of the most recent gifts found their way into church as part of a window 
decoration - on their way to the Food Bank!!  So an even bigger ‘Thank you’ to the donors 
who continue to support us so generously, and provide another witness to the (all-year-
round) community character of our Harvest Festival celebration!! 
 
The flow of used stamps in the past month was more like a waterfall!!!  Just a few to start 

with and then a large envelope full!  All are of course very welcome.  It’s always a 

pleasure to collect them and therapy to trim and sort them! 

And Finally …A huge “Thank you” to Gill our new Chair of the village, and Jane who 

organised the food and the many others who applied for and secured the grant and 

contributed in so many ways to make our Village Fish & Chips Evening such a resounding 

success.  With the weather so favourable, the enjoyment lasted well after the daylight!! 

Margaret Clarke for the PCC  
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The Bridges Group of Parishes 

Notices 

 

Programme for Children and Youth 

Create & Play:  Tuesday mornings from 9.30 - 10.45am (term-times) in Stockton Church 
- for further details, contact:  Deborah Dutton on 01926 819016 or 
deborahduttoncreative@gmail.com 

Babies & Toddlers Group:  Monday mornings from 9.30 – 11.00am (term-times) in 
Napton Village Hall - for further details, contact:  Helen Eadon on 07811 010440 

Messy Church – now on 3rd Sundays of the month at 4.00pm, venues to be confirmed 

 

Mid-week programme for Adults - Home Bible Study Groups 

The following groups meet for Bible study, prayer and fellowship.  If you would like to 
join, please contact a Group leader: 

 

Every Wednesday at 8pm in Stockton Wendy 01926 812694 

 Rachel 07915 056184 

1st & 3rd Thursdays at 2.30pm in Stockton Jan 01926 817991 

Every Thursday at 8.00pm in Napton Julia 01926 811476 

Weekly (day varies) at 7.30pm in Napton Angie 01926 812225 

 

Social get-togethers 

Knit & Natter: Mondays at 2.00pm in Stockton Church Jan 01926 817991 

Knit & Natter: Mondays at 2.00pm in Napton Jayne 01926 813227 

 

Parish enquiries 

For initial enquiries about baptisms, weddings, funerals and graveyard matters etc., 
please contact Susan, our Group Administrator, on 01926 812383 or email: 
admin@thebridgesgroup.org.uk.  Please note that Susan works part-time, but she will 
get back to you as quickly as she can. 

 

See elsewhere in the magazine for details of other church activities & events or visit our 

website: www.thebridgesgroup.org.uk 

mailto:deborahduttoncreative@gmail.com
mailto:admin@thebridgesgroup.org.uk
http://www.thebridgesgroup.org.uk/
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PRIORS HARDWICK VILLAGE MEETING 

The next Village Meeting will be held 
at 7.30pm in the Church in January on a date to be agreed on 26th October 

 
 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION POPPIES 

There will a house-to-house collection from 23rd October. 

Poppies will also be available at the Village Meeting and  

 in church before and after the 9.00am service on 5th November 

 

 

FOOD BANK 

Non-perishable and ‘in date’ items may be left 
in the telephone box in Priors Hardwick. 

Toiletries are also welcome. 
Donations are taken to the Food Bank at Southam, 
which is open on Mondays (except Bank Holidays) 

between 11.00am and 1.00pm. 
The Food Bank is run and regulated by 

THE TRUSSELL TRUST 
which provides emergency food and support 

to people in crisis. 
 
 

LIBRARY SERVICE 

The mobile library service to the village has been discontinued.  However, the volunteer-
operated personal delivery 

library service for the housebound does still operate. 
Contact details are: 

01926 851031 and:  https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/libraries 
 
 

USED POSTAGE STAMPS 

The Royal National Institute of Blind People 

We have now received the boxes for collection of used stamps and these are in the 

church at Priors Marston and in the phone box at Priors Hardwick.  They are clearly 

labelled.  Please leave your stamps singly or ‘in bulk.’ The box is emptied every day. 

  

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/libraries
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THE PRIORS HALL 
 

 

 

 

 

The Priors Hall serves Priors Hardwick and Priors Marston.  It is available for meetings and 
functions.  Please contact Barbara Harvey, 01327 260709, info.thepriorshall@gmail.com, to 
book, or for more information.  The hire rate is £20.00 per hour, with a village rate of £15.00 
per hour.  Hiring for longer periods is possible, subject to availability - the rates depend on 
precisely what is required.  Two local businesses are based in offices at the Hall, as well as 
hairdressing and post office. 

Current activities include:- 
 

Lacey’s His and Hers Hairdressing:  Tuesday to Saturday, by appointment, 01327 263330 
and 07733 102564. 
 

Post Office:  Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10.00 am - 1.00 pm and 2.00 - 4.00 pm, 01327 
261743. 
 

Table Tennis:   Tuesdays at 7.30pm.  All welcome. No equipment or skill needed. Just 
£2.  Come along and have some fun. 
 
Play Group:  Wednesday mornings.  eleanorwakeford@outlook.com 
 

Women’s Institute:  Meet on the third Wednesday of the month, 7.30 pm. 
 

Coffee & Chat:  Meet on the first Thursday of the month, 10.00 - 11.30 am. 
 

Film Nights:  Film nights are on the third Friday of the month, from September to May, at 
7.30 pm.  priorscinema@gmail.com  Lee Robinson, 01327 263268. 
 

Pilates: Contact kerry@indiewithlove.co.uk 
 

Badminton, darts, short mat bowls and table tennis equipment are available for use.  The hall 
committee is always pleased to hear from people with ideas for new activities and events. 

Air Ambulance:  A clothing bank is situated in the car park of The Priors Hall, for donations.  

mailto:info.thepriorshall@gmail.com
mailto:eleanorwakeford@outlook.com
mailto:priorscinema@gmail.com
mailto:kerry@indiewithlove.co.uk
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GARDEN JOTTINGS FROM BRIDGE NURSERY 

Your local Hardy Plant Specialists 

 

Some of you will be thinking this is the time of year for slowing down and 
maybe 'putting the garden to bed'.  I'm asked about when I will be closed and 
the answer is unhelpfully vague.  If, and it is a big if, the weather is not too 
cold or wet, then I will be carrying on gardening and producing plants ready 
for the new year.  It has been almost impossible to keep up with the growth of 
plants and weeds, so now is a good time to catch up.  So if I'm at work at the 
weekends, I may as well have the gate open, you can always phone to check 
first. 
 
I've already started to dig over a patch of the garden, removing couch grass 
and other weeds, removing the old rather scruffy plants then adding compost 
and re-planting with Geranium Anne Thomas.  There are other jobs too, such 
as mulching the borders, mowing up leaves and adding to the compost bins 
and splitting and dividing some of the larger clumps of perennials.  It's likely 
that the pruning saw, loppers and secateurs will get used a lot because many 
of the shrubs have been neglected recently. 
 
If you haven't already done it, you will need to protect any slightly tender 
plants such as shrubby salvias before the frosts start, remember last winter, 
when we all lost loads of different things?  Anything growing in pots might 
need some hessian or horticultural fleece wrapped round them to protect the 
roots.  Hopefully it won't be so bad this time. 
 
 

Christine Dakin 

Bridge Nursery, Tomlow Road, Napton, www.bridge-nursery.co.uk     ¼ mile 
from Crossroads Garage – look for our Tourist Sign 

  

http://www.bridge-nursery.co.uk/
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WEATHER JOTTINGS      SEPTEMBER 2023 
 

Total rainfall for September 2023 was 64mm, well above the average for September this 

century, which is 54mm.  In 2000, September brought 122mm of rain and in 2005 we had 

105mm, but since then, the wettest September was 2019 with 91mm and the driest 2014 

with 11mm.  Of the other months, about half of the Septembers yielded less than 50mm. 

 

The first eleven days of the month were dry.  Following the cool trend at the end of 

August, the first two days of the month were 15℃ and 18℃ respectively.  Then it 

warmed up and summer returned, the temperature rising gradually to 32℃ on 

Wednesday 6th, but then dropping off again to 24℃ on Monday 11th. 

 

Tuesday 12th was dull all day, with rain on and off amounting to 11mm in all, and only 

18℃.  Wednesday 13th was better at 20℃ and then followed four mostly fine days, which 

all followed the same pattern – bright sunny start until late morning, then cloud cover for 

most of the afternoon, followed by a sunny evening.  I think that has something to do 

with moisture and the change in temperature! 

 

For the rest of the month, the temperatures were mostly below 20℃, with rain falling on 

6 of them.  During the night of Monday 18th, there was a good thunder storm between 

2.00and 3.00am, which produced 11mm.  The wettest day of the month was Wednesday 

20th, when it rained all day and the temperature remained at 16℃.  Other significant 

rainfall came on Tuesday 26th with 9mm. 

 

By the end of the month, most of the leaves had fallen from the Plane trees near the bus 

shelter – and there were conkers falling from the Horse Chestnut trees just along the 

road! 

 

Margaret Clarke 
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* * * * * * * * 
 

 

Date for Your Diary 
 

Festive Coffee and Chat 
 

The Priors Hall, Priors Marston 
 

Thursday 7th December 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Details to follow in December Issue  
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